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Document # 2205

Sound Compatibility of Backpack CD-ROM’s Built-in 16-bit Sound Board
(Models 16x700, bantam Models 18x200 and Backpacks with Sound

Upgrade #826)

Backpack’s built-in sound board is fully Windows and Windows 95 compatible. The Sound board drivers
are designed to produce "Windows-compatible" sound. This means that any programs that utilize
Windows sound will use Backpack’s BPSOUND.DRV driver to produce "Multimedia Sound" in Windows.
This software is only designed for sound compatibility under Windows 3.1, Windows for Workgroups
3.11 and Windows 95. The sound drivers that currently ship with Backpack are not compatible with
DOS-based sound applications, Windows NT or OS/2 based applications (including WIN-OS2 utilities). 

Programs that require special configuration for "SoundBlaster" "AdLib" "ProAudio Spectrum" and other
manufacturers of internal sound cards, or require specific settings for I/O Address, Interrupt (IRQ) ,
DMA, etc. are typically DOS, or OS/2 based programs and are not compatible with the Backpack’s
sound drivers. These types of programs actually search the hardware installed in the computer for
sound cards located at a standard sound card I/O address. Backpack’s sound board is located on the
parallel port. At this time, DOS and OS/2 programs are not written to search for parallel port sound
devices, such as Backpack. Backpack’s sound device does not use an IRQ or DMA, since it is attached
to the parallel port of the computer, and utilizes a proprietary Micro Solutions I/O chip for all parallel
port communications. 

It is important to note that ALL Backpack CD-ROM models are capable of playing CD-AUDIO, or "music
CD’s" This type of audio is also known as "Red Book CD-Audio." Playback of this type of audio is a
function of the drive mechanism used inside of Backpack CD-ROM. All DOS, Windows, Win95, WinNT
and OS/2 "CD Audio" player programs can access the music tracks on a music CD in Backpack CD-
ROM. No special sound board is required, although speakers or headphones should be connected to
Backpack. 

At this time, no DOS or OS/2 drivers are available for Backpack CD-ROM’s 16-bit sound option. Our
engineering staff is presently researching ways of enhancing Backpack’s sound compatibility. Micro
Solutions has begun development of a device driver to allow partial sound compatibility under DOS. At
the time of this printing there is no release date for this driver. For updated information and future
driver updates periodically check the Software Library and Technical Support Areas on our Web site. 
Copyright 1998 Micro Solutions, Inc.
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